IB Junior English 2007-08

Summer Reading: Journal Topic Suggestions


As you read, keep an eye on the following subjects, and, if inspired, use as subject of journal

entry:

· creativity / role of the artist

· role of women

· tradition

· narrative technique

· method of transition from story to story

· structuring principle (how is the story organized?)

· versification / poetics (use of poetic elements)

· figurative language

· imagery

· musical devices

· rhyme

· rhythm

· alliteration

· assonance

· consonance

· euphony

· cacophony

· onomatopoeia

· structure

· syntax

· diction

· tone

· philoxenia

· suicides

· sexuality

· journey to the underworld

· shape-shifters

· granting of gift or favor

· father–son relationships

· sibling relationships

· hubristic
 challenges or vaunting

· gods’ attitudes toward mortals

· divided consciousness 

· fallen characters

· vengeance / retribution

· civilized versus barbaric

· piety versus sacrilege

· xenophobia

� PHILOXENIA:  hospitality; friendliness toward strangers.


� HUBRISTIC: [hubris] – over-weeening (over-bearing) pride or presumption;  human arrogance.


� VAUNTING: [vaunt] –  To speak boastfully of; brag about.


� XENOPHOBIA: A person unduly fearful or contemptuous of that which is foreign, especially of strangers or foreign peoples.






